Abigail Alexandra Shanley-Roberts
March 22, 2003 - June 26, 2020

Abigail Alexandra Shanley-Roberts, aged 17, died suddenly and unexpectedly at home of
a pulmonary embolism on June 26, 2020. She was the beloved daughter of Ross and
Eileen, and sister of Emily. Abigail was a rising senior at Lake Forest Academy and a
competitive sailor with Lake Forest Sailing. She was a member of the Vestry and Choir at
St. Elisabeth’s in Glencoe. In addition to being an honors student who took 5 AP classes
last year, Abbe was a talented knitter and baker who always found time for her friends.
She was well known for her dry sense of humor. Most importantly, she was kind. Abigail’s
life’s goal was to attend the US Coast Guard Academy to study naval architecture and
serve and protect people on our waterways. She is survived by her parents, Ross and the
Rev. Eileen Shanley-Roberts, sister Emily (Alejandro Ruiz-Ramon), Grandparents Donald
and Helen Shanley, pugs Oliver and Mildred and cats Ambrosius and David as well as
Aunts and Uncle: Robyn Roberts (Steve Morger), Robert Wisz (Doree) and Mary Wisz,
and cousins Clara, Lucy, and Kasey. She was preceded in death by her grandparents
Ronald and Rosalee Roberts. Visitation will be at Peterson & Patch Funeral Home 408 N.
Sheridan Rd Waukegan from 5:00 to 8:00 PM on July 10. Because of Covid-19, seating at
Church of the Holy Spirit is limited. We invite you to watch the live streaming of the
service. The link can be accessed at www.chslf.org. Burial will follow at Northshore
Garden of Memories.
In lieu of flowers, donations in her memory to the following would be appreciated: Lake
Forest Academy's Waukegan Student Scholarship Fund, The Siebel Sailors Program, or
The Sierra Club Beyond Coal Campaign.
Please sign our online guestbook at www.waukeganfunerals.com.
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Comments

“

Dear Eileen, Ross, and Emily,
My heart aches thinking of you and your loss. Abbe was such an energetic and
positive spirit in class and in the halls of LFA. She entered the room with a smile and
a "can do" attitude. I loved her sense of humor and her ability to always look at the
bright side of life (and math). Abbe made the entire class laugh.
As I re-read the recommendation I wrote for her for her summer program last year, I
am smiling through my tears. I can see her helping her table-mate and always
lightening the mood. She made her APA class fun! Abbe always had a positive
outlook and a determination to fully master the topics. What a light, what a generous
soul, and what an impressive young lady we have lost. I treasure the time I spent
with Abbe.
Sending you strength and love,
Loring Strudwick

Loring Strudwick - July 14 at 08:10 PM

“

Thank you for the hugs on Saturday. It is the only thing I had that I could give back.
The only thing I can think to do since I heard we had lost Abigail is to remind friends
with children at home to hug them and I tell them all about our Abigail. One event
that keeps playing in my mind is from years ago, before Michelle had her hip
replacement surgery she was in a lot of pain often. I was at church with the boys and
Michelle was in choir. I think the bishop was there and people were invited to come
ask for prayer with the bishop. Abigail was in the pew in front of Jacob and Zach and
I. I asked the boys if they would go with me to "pray for mom physical healing and
relief from pain" and they said they would. So the time came and I went up but when
I turned I was alone with no little boys. I got back to the pew and said "I thought you
guys said you would come to pray for mom with me" and they said "we forgot".
Abigail slowly turns around rolling her eyes and says "how could you forget he just
asked you" and then she turned back around shaking her head. They were stunned,
it was hilarious. Love you guys, Mark Andersen

Mark Andersen - July 13 at 04:23 PM

“

Ross, Eileen & Emily, Abbe's inner light and faith were so bright and true. She will be
remembered by all of our family as a tireless, sharp-witted, wickedly funny crusader.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you.
The Steinwold Family

Yvonne Steinwold - July 12 at 12:42 PM

“

Thank you for streaming the funeral services. We appreciated learning what a kind,
caring and intelligent person Abigail was. We cannot imagine what you are going
through now, but we hope your faith will help sustain you. We will keep you in our
prayers.
Love,
Kathleen and Patrick Roseboom

Kathleen and Patrick Roseboom - July 11 at 04:44 PM

“

Tyler Watts And Angela Levi lit a candle in memory of Abigail Alexandra ShanleyRoberts

Tyler Watts and Angela Levi - July 11 at 04:42 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Darrin - July 11 at 04:18 PM

“

We are so sorry for your loss, which as soon to be relatives is ours as well. I was
fortunate to meet her last October, and treasure that opportunity and those memories
however brief. Our hearts and prayers are with you. Elise & Pablo Ruiz-Ramon

Elise Ruiz-Ramon - July 11 at 03:12 PM

“

Abbe was such an amazing person and I am so very thankful to have had the
opportunity to see her around school and talk with her. She showed incredible
enthusiasm and passion for the House Cup competitions. I will never forget when
she wore 40+ layers of LFA gear and had the courage to come on stage in front of so
many people to showcase her Lewis House pride. I also have a video of her doing a
busking challenge in Corbin for a February Frog House competition. It was people
like her that made me happy to have been the Master of the Houses prefect. She
brought a lot of light and energy to campus. She will be dearly missed. I love you
Abbe. My prayers and sincere condolences to the Shanley-Roberts family.

Giselle Annan - July 11 at 03:01 PM

“

Marlena Stathos lit a candle in memory of Abigail Alexandra Shanley-Roberts

Marlena Stathos - July 11 at 02:02 PM

“

Fairest of All was purchased for the family of Abigail Alexandra Shanley-Roberts.

July 11 at 11:23 AM

“

Abbe, your determination and strength were always so inspiring. You made even the
most boring days feel special with your incredible wit and motivation. I’ll miss sharing
a stand with you in orchestra and sharing memories every day in our classes
together. You were a wonderful soul and my prayers are with the Shanley-Roberts

family during this difficult time.
Elizabeth Pinel - July 11 at 11:16 AM

“

Thank you Abigail for allowing me to watch you grow from a young child to a
beautiful lady in your faith and family.

Victoria Brown-Pfetzer - July 11 at 09:33 AM

“

Rob, Karla and Maria Johnson purchased the Divine Light for the family of Abigail
Alexandra Shanley-Roberts.

Rob, Karla and Maria Johnson - July 10 at 07:04 PM

“

Thank you for inspirations with the flute and your voice of an Angel on Sunday
morning. Love you allways abby

Tim phillips - July 10 at 05:12 PM

“

Abbe, thank you for being my first friend at Lake Forest Academy. Your amazing
energy, hilarious jokes, and overall shining personality made you such a special
person. My prayers are with the Shanley-Roberts family. I love you, Abbe.

Hannah Liu - July 10 at 03:45 PM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Abigail Alexandra ShanleyRoberts.

July 10 at 12:59 PM

“

Love from the Koh family purchased the Dreams From the Heart Bouquet for the
family of Abigail Alexandra Shanley-Roberts.

Love from the Koh family - July 10 at 12:15 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Abigail Alexandra Shanley-Roberts.

July 10 at 12:50 AM

“

Emily Hawkins lit a candle in memory of Abigail Alexandra Shanley-Roberts

Emily Hawkins - July 10 at 12:21 AM

“

Conor Fryer lit a candle in memory of Abigail Alexandra Shanley-Roberts

Conor Fryer - July 09 at 10:58 PM

“

The memory of Abigail that comes to my mind is sitting upstairs in the library with the
teens of St. Elisabeth’s and Carrie Miller-Mygatt. Carrie and I listened as they talked
about their hopes and wishes for the church and for the new rector we would be
calling. Loads of great ideas and a real passion just poured out of Abigail -We
couldn’t write fast enough! She was very special and her comments did and will
continue to help us as we search for a priest to lead us. Thank you, Ross and Eileen,
for sharing your lovely daughter with us. Much love to you both. Susan Newcomb

Susan Newcomb - July 09 at 08:09 PM

“

Judy Jackson purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of Abigail
Alexandra Shanley-Roberts.

Judy Jackson - July 09 at 12:16 PM

“

Alex Stevenson lit a candle in memory of Abigail Alexandra Shanley-Roberts

Alex Stevenson - July 09 at 10:25 AM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Abigail Alexandra
Shanley-Roberts.

July 09 at 09:29 AM

“

I was shocked and saddened to hear of the passing of Abbe. I was fortunate to get to
know Abbe both in class and in the Amnesty International Club. I could always count
on Abbe for her intellect, wit, and energy. Abbe and I had a mutual appreciation for
puns and were often thinking on the same wavelength. Her compassion both in class
and in defense of human rights is something I will never forget. I remember standing
next to Abbe during a house cup challenge chatting with her and being impressed by
her dedication to Lewis House. The challenge was to wear as many pieces of house
clothing. She dominated the competition, with at least 50 Lewis t-shirts. That was
Abbe in a nutshell-demonstrating her dedication and putting her heart into each
endeavor.
Abbe was truly one of a kind, and I will miss seeing her face around campus at LFA.
My thoughts are with you during this challenging time.

Sam Wold - July 08 at 08:08 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss.God's peace be with you.
Kay Ford

Kay Ford - July 08 at 07:29 PM

“

Melinda Hill Sineriz purchased the Sweet Tranquility Basket for the family of Abigail
Alexandra Shanley-Roberts.

Melinda Hill Sineriz - July 08 at 06:34 PM

“

Delilah, Antreas & Nicholas Mesrobian purchased the Country Basket Blooms for the
family of Abigail Alexandra Shanley-Roberts.

Delilah, Antreas & Nicholas Mesrobian - July 08 at 02:57 PM

“

Dear Ross and Eileen, All of us were devastated to hear of the death of your
wonderful daughter. Abbe personified great intellectual curiosity, determination to
make a difference, strong passion in her Interests from sailing to dance, impeccable
personal ethics, and tremendous qualities of heart and spirit. You raised a wonderful
daughter, and she doubtless always knew she was one of the Crown Jewels of your
lives. May God bless and keep you. Mary and John Canty

john canty - July 07 at 09:53 PM

“

Katie Mirabelli lit a candle in memory of Abigail Alexandra Shanley-Roberts

Katie Mirabelli - July 07 at 05:43 PM

“

Heartfelt condolences to you for the loss of Abigail. I share in your loss having
watched her grow from a young girl to a wonderful young lady at Christ Church. I’ll
always remember her Irish dance as a young lass at one of our coffee hours and
serving with her at the altar. My thoughts and prayers are with you. Peace and God
Bless, Mark Agin

Mark Agin - July 07 at 05:19 PM

“

Elizabeth, Barry, Mia and Anton Walvoord purchased the Peace Eternal Wreath for
the family of Abigail Alexandra Shanley-Roberts.

Elizabeth, Barry, Mia and Anton Walvoord - July 07 at 09:01 AM

“

Judée Koppenhoefer lit a candle in memory of Abigail Alexandra Shanley-Roberts

Judée Koppenhoefer - July 07 at 06:22 AM

“

Jack Wang & family purchased the Sweet Tenderness for the family of Abigail
Alexandra Shanley-Roberts.

Jiamu Wang - July 07 at 04:18 AM

“

For the last five years, Abbe has been my closest friend and someone I continue to
look up to. Every joke she made or heard became an excuse to smile. She was
naturally the kind of person to make those around her laugh; it was infectious. There
aren’t enough words to describe how much Abbe means to me and those around
her. I cannot thank Abbe enough for the tremendous impact she has had on my life. I
send you all of my heart during this difficult time.
Love, Emily Hawkins

Emily Hawkins - July 06 at 10:24 PM

“

Pink Tribute Spray was purchased for the family of Abigail Alexandra ShanleyRoberts.

July 06 at 09:55 PM

“

I am so sorry. Please accept my deepest condolences! Although I never taught Abbe,
I always enjoyed her smile and kindness. I will miss her.
Sra. Balson

Noelle Balson - July 06 at 04:20 PM

“

Dear Eileen, Ross and Emily, This is Elizabeth Walvoord connecting on behalf of my
entire family (husband Barry, and children Mia and Anton who have shared Abbe's
path through LFCDS and LFA). In the moment I heard about Abbe, Saturday June
27th, I felt unable to absorb the truth of the news. The mind is kind, I think, and
attempts to save us from awful realizations. Your family is such a strong unit; we
have witnessed this for many years. We know you have the presence of God and so
many good people in your lives. That said, you must certainly feel devastated by
emotions and be suffering together. This realization made me feel compelled to
connect but knew it was too soon at the time. Still, I felt the need to "do something." I
have a large collection of white candles in clear glass jars and decided to keep one
burning day and night in our kitchen. Especially at night, when passing by that room,
the otherwise dark walls move with the flicker of the flame and remind me of Abbe's
movement and life. This time spent thinking of Abbe's truth and kindness is definitely
"doing something." She had a signature straight across smile and it was her nature to
linger at a social event or in a hallway or on a lawn if a few people were gathered
and talking. She was reflective and would add her truthful and brave, matter-of-fact
observations without hesitation. She was an active participant in life and would have
certainly lived a life of goodness and great value. I still feel convinced she will
continue this work in ways yet unknown to us. Our family is aware of the potential
effects this one event could have upon your lives forever. We are sending you
prayers in Abbe's name and hoping that you will eventually organize all those effects
into something worthy of Abbe's goodness and potential- which was great.Eileen and
Ross, thank you for Abbe. She came through you and entered so many of us. I am
thinking of you and ask that you spend time receiving so that prayers may reach you
most fully. With Deep Love and Compassion, Elizabeth Walvoord and family - Barry,
Mia and Anton

elizabeth walvoord - July 06 at 03:04 PM

“

As members of both the a LFCDS and LFA communities, Jack and Kelly Wyne would
like to share their heartfelt condolences to The Shanley-Roberts family. Our hearts
are with you during this incredibly difficult time.

kristin Wyne - July 06 at 01:37 PM

“

Nancy lit a candle in memory of Abigail Alexandra Shanley-Roberts

Nancy - July 05 at 06:44 PM

“

Nancy sent a virtual gift in memory of Abigail Alexandra Shanley-Roberts

Nancy - July 05 at 06:34 PM

“

Love, Hadley and Family purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family of
Abigail Alexandra Shanley-Roberts.

Love, Hadley and Family - July 05 at 03:03 PM

“

Will Davies lit a candle in memory of Abigail Alexandra Shanley-Roberts

Will Davies - July 05 at 11:30 AM

“

Kristine Petroshius lit a candle in memory of Abigail Alexandra Shanley-Roberts

Kristine Petroshius - July 05 at 11:26 AM

“

Nancy B. purchased the Fairest of All for the family of Abigail Alexandra ShanleyRoberts.

Nancy B. - July 04 at 07:55 PM

“

Bright and Beautiful Spray was purchased for the family of Abigail Alexandra
Shanley-Roberts.

July 04 at 07:49 PM

“

Nancy B. purchased the Lavender Reflections Spray for the family of Abigail
Alexandra Shanley-Roberts.

Nancy B. - July 04 at 07:44 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Abigail Alexandra Shanley-Roberts.

July 03 at 12:21 PM

“

Dear Eileen, Ross, Emily and family,
All the Pruetts are so Very saddened to learn about Abbe. She held a place in our
hearts, She had Such a strong and lovely presence. Abbes wisdom and intelligence
were amazing To witness and her life contributions that would have been are a loss
to the world. Please know our thoughts are with you as you live with the
unfashionable loss Of Abbe. Sending you our love and prayers.
With our deepest sympathies,
Elizabeth Shelby Shelby Grayson And Reding

Elizabeth Pruett - July 02 at 10:24 PM

“

This news knocked me to my knees. Abbe was such a smart, strong, and
independent young woman determined to make the world a better place. I think
those who knew her will be reminded of all that she championed- and inspired to
carry on in her footsteps. I read a recent message she posted, exhorting us to
support the Black Lives Matter movement. When so many other teens are posting
about social events, she is posting about social justice. Wow. We have lost a
priceless gem. My heart breaks for her loving parents and sister. I send deepest
wishes for peace, comfort, and understanding in the days and weeks ahead. -Nan
Caldwell

Nan Shiras Caldwell - July 02 at 09:40 PM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Abigail Alexandra
Shanley-Roberts.

July 02 at 04:31 PM

