Antonio "Tony" Alfaro
December 26, 1945 - June 4, 2020

It is with great sadness that the family of Antonio (Tony) Alfaro, 74, of Beach Park, Illinois
announce he went to be with his Lord on Thursday, June 4, 2020. He was a loving son,
husband, father, grandfather, great grandfather and brother.
He was born in Houston, Texas on December 26, 1945 to the late Serafin and Tomas
Alfaro. He attended Zion Benton High School, class of 1965.
Juanita (Solis), his love, his ‘mi amor’, is his wife of 55 years. At the age of 12 and 11
respectively, Tony and Juanita first saw each other at a basketball game, when he was the
captain of the basketball team and she was the captain of the cheerleading squad. When
he first saw her, he said he knew he was going to marry her one day. The two married in
Dallas, Texas on February 6th, 1965. They loved to dance and listen to music together;
from country to norteñas and everything in between. They built a home where everyone
gathered and everyone felt welcomed; always full of laughter, games, and plenty of food.
He loved switching through the news and western movies, but would turn on The Hallmark
Channel just for his honey. He loved anything sweet, grilling out, Shirl’s and McDonald’s
quarter pounders. He loved talking to anyone and everyone, and could create a strong
bond whether he knew them for 20 years or just met them in line at the grocery store.
More than anything, he loved his family.
He retired from Dominick's Fine Foods after 23 years, and enjoyed every minute of his
retirement. Tony loved to fish, and handed down his passion to his children and
grandchildren. Being out on the water and spending long days fishing are some of the
most cherished memories we have with him. He loved working in his garage on different
projects and made everything from birdhouses to trellis’ to Christmas decorations to
dollhouses. He took pride in his yard and flower gardens, and would say his famous line
“Who has the prettiest yard in the neighborhood?” and we all answered “You do, you do!”
to appease him. He taught us all to “work smarter, not harder”, while instilling a tough work
ethic.
He was an active member of Our Lady of Humility Church, as an usher, and was a
member of the Art & Environment Ministry and the Floral Ministry. He never missed a

Sunday mass and had a devotion to and love of Saint Anthony.
He is survived by his wife Juanita and his six children, Rosa (Jim) Geissberger of Zion,
Illinois; Fred (Irene) Alfaro of DeSoto, Texas; Melinda Salazar of Beach Park, Illinois; Joe
Alfaro of Beach Park, Illinois; Christina (Luis) Garcia of Beach Park, Illinois; and Phillip
(Christine Rieger) Alfaro of Kenosha, Wisconsin; fifteen grandchildren Michael Andrew
(Max) Owens; Michael James (Patty) Geissberger; Michael Allen Gust; Robert (Karina
Vera) Salazar; Justin (Karina Arias) Geissberger; Alexandrea Alfaro; Nina (Maxwell) King;
Jordan (Stephanie Heim) Alfaro; Alyssa Alfaro-Smith; Carlee and Michael Parsons;
Destiny Salazar; Xavier and Catarina Alfaro; Lauren Garcia; Ten great-grandchildren,
Tatyana; Julissa; Nathalia; Anabella; Noah; AJ; Lucas; Michael Allen Jr; Elli; Finley.

He is also survived by his siblings, Domingo (Gloria) Alfaro; Tomas (Margaret) Alfaro;
Felipa Navarro; Ramona (Ramon) Alcala and a host of nieces and nephews that he loved
and adored dearly. He will be remembered by many friends and neighbors.
He is preceded in death by his parents, great granddaughter Molly Owens and his siblings
Santo (Tomasa) Alfaro; Juanita (Ralph) Koble; Julio (Grace) Alfaro; Ramon Alfaro; his
mother-in-law Catarina Solis; siblings-in-law Jesse Navarro; Jesus (Felcia) Gonzalez;
Blanch (Ismael) Trevion; Elvira (Joe) Morales; Antonio (Judy) Gonzalez.
He will be laid to rest at Accession Catholic Cemetery, in Libertyville. Due to COVID-19,
services will be private and a Celebration of Life is planned for a later date.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital by
searching the St. Jude Gift Funds: Antonio Alfaro.
https://fundraising.qa.stjude.org/goto/AntonioAlfaro.
Arrangements are under the direction of Peterson & Patch Funeral Home 408 N. Sheridan
Rd. Waukegan. Please sign our online guestbook at www.waukeganfunerals.com.

Cemetery
Ascension Cemetery
1928 Buckley Rd
Libertyville, IL, 60048

Comments

“

Sending all my love to the entire Alfaro family! Annelle (Jones) Lord and family <3

Annelle Jones-Lord - June 22 at 10:28 PM

“

The Schroeder family has many fond memories of Tony. We enjoyed many sporting
events and backyard barbecues with Tony and the wonderful Alfaro family. I know
Maria enjoyed visiting Tony and Juanita’s home with Carlee and was welcomed as
surrogate granddaughter. We are praying for the Alfaro family.

Mary Schroeder - June 14 at 09:45 AM

“

You all have been in our thoughts. Continued prayers to the family. Love Chip and
Cheri.

Cheri Villarreal - June 11 at 12:44 PM

“

I remember Tony as a really nice guy and last saw him at graduation in 1965.

Larry Potter - June 10 at 07:58 PM

“

It's with a sad and heavy heart to have learned of your fathers passing, I always
remember him as a good and kind man. From playing football in your back yard all
day to playing flashlight tag all night I always had fond memories of being over at
your house. I send my deepest condolences to your family, With our families
sympathy to yours Matt, Mike and all of the Staben family. May God Bless you!

Matthew Staben - June 10 at 04:05 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. My thoughts and prayers are with all of you,

Diane Taber - June 09 at 11:40 AM

“

I’m really sorry for your loss. My condolences to the family. Guy Miller

Carmen Velasco - June 09 at 11:08 AM

“

To Juanita , Tony and FamilyThis is a great loss for your Family.
Tony will be missed. He was a very nice person and was always up for a good
conversation. Even as he waited to pick up grandkids from OLH.
Your family is in our heart and prayers.
Peace and Love to you all.
Dan, Marybeth, Sebastian and Keira Adams

Dan Adams - June 08 at 01:10 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to you and your family in your loss. May you find comfort and
strength in your heart in this time of need. In Jesus name I pray
Always
Dolores Martinez 🦋🦋
Dolores Martinez - June 08 at 06:00 PM

“

Nina and your entire family: I extend my sincerest sympathies as I was stunned when I
read of his passing. Kind, happy, generous with an undying faith in God is how I’ll
remember him from the times I met him. Be comforted by the wonderful family he and
Juanita raised. My prayers and good memories are with all of you. Rick Heinzen
Rick Heinzen - June 10 at 08:37 AM

“

My deepest condolence to the family. I pray God will wrap His loving arms around the
family to confort them.
To you and your family from me and my family
Deborah

Deborah Robinson - June 07 at 09:53 PM

“

My deepest condolences to Family. I am forever grateful and honored of Tony and
Janie being my children’s Godparents. Tony has always been a very strong part of
my children’s spiritual well being. Tony was very much “family” oriented. We always
felt welcomed In his presence. When either name was mentioned, it was always both
names addressed “Tony and Janie or Janie snd Tony “ In all, that’s how their God
Son addressed them . May he Rest In Peace being in God’s presence

Erlinda Krigbaum - June 07 at 03:20 PM

“

To Juanita and all of Tony’s family,
Please accept my deepest condolences on the death of your husband, father,
grandfather, and great grandfather. I did not know him personally, but those of you I
do know through OLH school are a testament to his exceptional character. Such a
loving, giving, friendly, hard working family could only result from an extraordinary
patriarch.
I grieve for you losing him much too soon and can only imagine the difficulties of
having this happen at this time. May God bless you and keep you close.
Amy Steffen

Amy Steffen - June 07 at 11:37 AM

