David Hamazasp Ohanian
July 23, 1951 - June 21, 2020

David Hamazasp Ohanian, 68, of Northbrook formerly of Gurnee passed away on Sunday,
June 21, 2020 at Evanston Hospital.
He was born July 23, 1951 in Waukegan and was a lifelong area resident.
David was an active member of St. George Armenian Church in Waukegan where he
served as a deacon for many years.
He was a member of Alano Club, Masonic Lodge, loved bicycling, fishing, bowling and
jazz music.
David was always serving and helping others before himself, even after he passed away
he gave as an organ donor.
He is survived by his wife, Teresa M. Cooney of Northbrook; daughters, Emilie (David)
McDowell of Bloomington, Illinois, Elizabeth Ohanian of Antioch; brother-in-law, Jerry (Tina
Ellloian) Gibbs of Waukegan; nephew, Chris Gibbs of Waukegan and niece, Anne Wills of
Phoenix, Arizona.
David was preceded in death by his parents, Clarence and Alice (nee Chookaszian)
Ohanian and sister, Ruth Ann Gibbs.
Funeral services will be private on Saturday, June 27, 2020 at St. George Armenian
Church 1015 N. McAree Rd. Waukegan. Interment will be private at Northshore Garden of
Memories in North Chicago will be private. Visitation will be from 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM on
Saturday, June 27, 2020 at Peterson & Patch Funeral Home 408 N. Sheridan Rd.
Waukegan.
A celebration of David’s life will also be held at a later date to be determined.
Donations in his memory my be made to St. George Armenian Church or the Leukemia
Research Foundation www.allbloodcancers.org.
Please sign our online guestbook at www.waukeganfunerals.com.
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Comments

“

David, you are a dear memory of a friend and great spirit - granted, from long ago, in
high school, at WTHS - none the less, I know that your passing leaves us all without
someone who has continued to shine in everyone’s lives you’ve touched. I’m so
deeply sorry to hear about your passing, but I’m glad to know I’m with a lot of
wonderful friends and family who’ve known you so much better, and love you, miss
you, and cherish you, far more brilliantly. Be in peace with God, old friend. Amen.

Leslie Zvolanek - June 27 at 09:43 PM

“

He lit up the room with his smile and his jokes.. Always had a great sense of humor
and a pleasure to spend time with. It was a blessing that he came into our great
friend Teresa's life. He will be missed.

Meryl and Lenny

Meryl Lipman - June 27 at 06:25 PM

“

A good friend for a very long time. Many wonderful memories. Condolences to his
entire family.

Steven English - June 27 at 04:31 PM

“

David and I have known each other since birth. He was gentle person who had the
rare talent of making everybody feel welcome. It was a privilege to have him in my
life. As kids we rode horses together and camped. As teenagers we scooped the
loop.
He was a tease and had the corniest jokes but would tease you then look at you with
a smile that filled the room. As adults we married and raised fine families.
David did more than that. He was a person finer than most. He had a passion for his
Church, the people that went there, and his personal contract to keep it going.His
capacity for giving of himself
He helped to Christen our children, Godfather to our Daughter, Married our Son,
Trustee for our children and much more.
He is one of the few men I know that should have a direct path heaven.
He was a great man and will always be in my thoughts.
with the greatest sympathy to His extended family new and old.
Kevork M. Derderian

Kevork Derderian - June 27 at 08:59 AM

“

Dave was a great guy. We had great times playing RailBaron together. He will be
greatly missed.

Jeff Kerner - June 27 at 12:31 AM

“

Dave was an incredible guy. We are so sorry for your loss.
John Cialone & David Seleb

John P Cialone - June 26 at 09:58 PM

“

Even though I only had the opportunity to know Dave for three short years, that was
more than enough time for me to really know what Dave stood for in life. To talk
about Dave in the past tense right now I'm sure still feels awkward for many. I'm still
in a loss for for words. I suppose the best way for me to describe how I feel about
how Dave impacted my life along with people who I know is the fact that there was
nothing too important in his personal life for him not to give you his full undivided
attention in order to help someone in need as long as it was intended for a good
purpose. You will be missed my friend. Roy W.

Roy Wilson - June 26 at 08:58 PM

“

Dave always had a smile and a kind word for everyone. My condolences to his family
and friends. Glen D. Waukegan IL

Glen Drollinger - June 26 at 08:40 PM

“

I had a privilege to work with David for a several years. No matter how busy he was,
he always found the time to help me or anyone else who needed help. David was a
kind soul and a funny guy. He loved his family so much and always talked about his
daughters. He was always so proud of them.
We haven't been in touch for a years and I so wish I had.
May you rest in peace my friend, you will be missed.
My heartfelt condolences to his family and friends.

Aida B - June 26 at 12:40 PM

“

Jason Brutlag & Family purchased the Medium Dish Garden for the family of David
Hamazasp Ohanian.

Jason Brutlag & Family - June 25 at 06:18 PM

“

I wish I had called when I thought of you. I wish I had stopped by.
I wish I could call you now, the man that helped me through many a trouble. You
were there when I declared myself an atheist and you supported me. Something I am
sure was difficult for you as my godfather. My memories of you are wonderful
throughout my life, down to the last one in person when I played with your bird in the
white cage. I don't even know what kind of bird, but your calming presence made it
all better. So.. Godfather David, I hope you're right on this religious thing and are
lounging with the angels.

Tiana Cove - June 25 at 03:42 PM

“

My deepest condolences to the family! Dave was a wonderful, kind, funny man! I will
always remember his smile & wonderful advise.

Lizbeth AR - June 25 at 12:46 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of David Hamazasp Ohanian.

June 25 at 09:12 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of David Hamazasp Ohanian.

June 25 at 08:11 AM

“

My deepest sympathy to Teresa and their family. Dave was just a happy guy. He was
such a joker and so willing to help those he hardly knew. His smile could light up the
room and that is exactly how I will remember him. God Bless.

Jessy Zich - June 25 at 12:23 AM

“

Heavenly Grace Spray was purchased for the family of David Hamazasp Ohanian.

June 24 at 06:08 PM

“

Knowing David my entire life, you'd never meet a kinder, more loving man than him.
David never had a bad thing to say about anyone.
My great pride was watching David mentor my Nephew, Alex into the amazing Sub
Deacon and msn he is today.
I was so elated to see David find precious love with Teresa. His happiness showed in
everything he did!
Prayers his Teresa and his sweet daughters hearts soon find peace.

Diane Wido - June 24 at 05:13 PM

“

David served his community in Gurnee as an election judge and was very dedicated and
cheerful to all who came to vote. He demonstrated a servant’s heart and reached out to
encourage our staff and was very up-lifting. We kept in touch and he remained positive in
all challenges—demonstrating his faith. My sincerest condolences to his loved ones.
Willard Helander - June 25 at 09:16 AM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of David Hamazasp
Ohanian.

June 24 at 05:02 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy to Theresa and the entire Ohanian family in the tragic and
sudden passing of David. David will be remembered for his love and unselfish giving
of himself to his family, many friends, and St. George Armenian Church.The
Armenian community has lost its favorite son. David, you will be sorely missed by the
many lives you touched during your time here on earth. You will not be forgotten.
May you find eternal peace with our Lord. Rest in Peace! Jack and Nancy
Chulengarian

jack robert chulengarian - June 24 at 03:13 PM

“

How can you not love that smile of Dave’s? It is still as expressive and uplifting as it
was some 60 years ago when I first met Dave and then as we grew up two blocks
apart. We became close friends and together enjoyed many fun times and perhaps
an occasional bit of mischief (all PG rated) leaving us with countless happy
memories. Though career pursuits put some physical distance between us we stayed
close through calls, e-mails and occasional get-togethers. It was my great joy to
accompany Dave on his ride across Iowa three years ago and witness the
accomplishment of successfully completing the 420 mile trek.
My heart goes out to Teresa, Emilie and Liz and all of Dave’s extended family. Dave
will be solely missed in their lives, and forever in mine.

Patrick Hopkins - June 24 at 06:24 AM

“

ever present and never faltering. I know that it is there through all conditions, and
even through death. And in our Christian beliefs, I know that it is a reality that will
never cease to exist, now, and in eternity. Our family all send our wishes for soothe
and comfort to all of David’s loved ones. God keep his soul in peace and joy and the
light of heaven.
John Paul Sahagian, Laura, and Family

John Sahagian - June 24 at 02:56 AM

“

I’m so sad to have lost David from our world here. We all grieve his loss from our
own worlds; and we also grieve because of the hurt we think his holy spirit deep
within may have felt in his injury and in his final moments. We grieve for the hurt and
loss that his loved ones feel. I am familiar with the many works that he did, but only
partially. How could we know that fully about him, or anybody. But, I know enough
about his faith to know it fully, not partially. I saw enough directly and in between all
the lines to know with surety that whether through pain or through sorrow, through
happiness and joys, through mistakes and through errors, his faith within the world of
love and of holiness, was a completed work and knowledge deep within his spirit and
his self,?evervpresent

John Sahagian - June 24 at 02:43 AM

“

We have known Dave a long time and will miss him dearly.

Mike and Barbara Saam - June 23 at 07:04 PM

“

David and I grew up together in Waukegan. My father (Gerard Koshkarian) and
David's father, Clarence, were the best of friends, and that friendship grew further &
deeper along with their wives, Araxie and Alice). David and I growing up always
considered ourselves real cousins. Even tho I was 5 years older, he would come to
our house and we would play with my toys & trains. My undying memory of David will
be that he was one of the most kindest & caring Christian men I have ever known.
David, I wish you an eternity of comfort & happiness with our Lord. Enjoy Clarence's
shish kebob along with Alice and Ruth Ann - with no worries about calories! In Christ,
Rob Koshkarian.

Rob Koshkarian - June 23 at 06:16 PM

“

Rolanda Derderian lit a candle in memory of David Hamazasp Ohanian

Rolanda Derderian - June 23 at 01:53 PM

“

David -- All I know is that you were always there for us as I am sure you were for so many
others. You will be missed. Thank you for sharing your life
Rolanda Derderian - June 23 at 01:54 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of David Hamazasp Ohanian.

June 23 at 01:09 PM

“

Tom Stringer Design Partners purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the
family of David Hamazasp Ohanian.

Tom Stringer Design Partners - June 23 at 12:52 PM

“

David you were the definition of unselfish. Always giving of yourself to your church,
St George, and others. You were the life blood of St. George Armenian Church. Your
bright spirit will be deeply missed by our family. May
God Rest his soul in Eternal light. "Asdvadz Hokeen Lousavore" .
May you RIP. Our condolences.
Emerzian's

Garo Emerzian - June 22 at 11:11 PM

