James Edward Bush, Jr.
June 23, 1935 - October 29, 2020

James Edward Bush, Jr. of Lake Forest passed away ‘surrounded by family, peacefully’,
on October 29, 2020, in Lake Forest, Illinois. While he always hated to be the first to leave
a party, he departed this world the same way he occupied it - bravely, on his own terms,
revealing life’s most important lessons.
James loved the idea of a catchy name and a good story - whether you knew him as
James, Jim, Jimmy, or Seamus, he was an aspiring Irish seanchai storyteller who was
waxing lyrical long before he kissed the Blarney Stone on a fresh fall day in October
sixteen years ago. His stories cracked even the most reluctant listener, and he had a
unique way of connecting with anyone around him.
He was born on June 23, 1935 in Waukegan, Illinois, to James Edward, Sr. and Helen
(Wubbel), known to the community as Eddie and Dorsch. Eddie passed away at an early
age, leaving his beloved Dorsch and Jimmy to make their way as a dynamic duo. James
was a sickly kid with big ears who pushed through illness and blossomed under Dorsch’s
watchful eye and careful attention. In accordance with her devotion to the Catholic
Church, Dorsch sent him to elementary school at nearby Immaculate Conception. He
graduated from Waukegan Township High School in 1954, and headed to Southern Illinois
University in Carbondale for three years before honoring the call to join the U.S. Army. He
sailed to Korea to guard the bridges between the north and the south, reaching the rank of
Sergeant E-5 before transferring to the Army Reserve in 1960. He dabbled in carpentry
with his Uncle Bert before joining the sales team at Anchor Coupling in Libertyville in
1961.
He did more than sell hydraulic hose assemblies at Anchor - he also wooed and sold
fellow Anchor employee Lora Lee on the idea of marriage. They wed in June 1964, and
the Dorsch / Jimmy duo expanded to become a close trio once more, until Dorsch’s
passing in 1977. Together, James and Lora worked every opportunity they could - from
cutting hair to renting apartments to hawking baby shoes to appearing in advertisements
for a friend’s invention - to make a life for themselves. They opened an Insty-Prints
franchise in Waukegan in 1970 with friends, taking full ownership in 1989. James pushed
Insty-Prints for 50 years - it was a source of pride that he was able to be a vital component
of the business until his passing. He donated several residential properties to Habitat for

Humanity, to give others a chance to work it like he did.
James colored his years with his sweet schnauzer Heidi, the Two Shoes canoe group, a
tub of a boat he christened as the Lora Lee, the restoration of his high school 1948 Chevy
Fleetline, and devotion to travel both national and international. He was blessed with two
children, Kevin (Flora) and Bridget, and Kevin’s two boys, Logan and Colin, for whom he
did and would do anything. A man of many interests, he was involved at one time or
another with the Jaycees, the Elks, the Sons of Norway, the Irish American Heritage
Center, and the American Legion.
There are no words to express how much he and his insightful wisdom will be missed,
though his family is comforted and inspired by the courage of his last days and his ability
to charm until the very end.
Visitation will be from 5:00 - 8:00 PM on Thursday, November 5, 2020 at Peterson & Patch
Funeral Home at 408 N. Sheridan Road, Waukegan. The family will receive those who
wish to pay their respects, and has taken precautions to do so in accordance with Covid
safety guidelines. If not able to visit in person, the family would appreciate good thoughts
and memories shared on the online guestbook at www.waukeganfunerals.com . Funeral
services will begin with a remembrance ceremony at 10:00 AM on Friday, November 6,
2020 at Peterson & Patch, followed by interment at Ascension Cemetery in Libertyville,
Illinois. The family will make a virtual link available for those unable to travel that wish to
join for Friday’s ceremony.
Arrangements are under the direction of Peterson & Patch Funeral Home at 408 N.
Sheridan, Waukegan. In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital or a charity of your choice.
Please sign our online guestbook at www.waukeganfunerals.com.
Please join us on zoom at
https://anchoragroupllc.zoom.us/j/5427219496?pwd=UWo3dmdnaVd6T2FDSmNOb0FZMl
N6Zz09
Meeting ID: 542 721 9496
Passcode: ninja
One tap mobile
+19294362866,,5427219496# US (New York)
+13017158592,,5427219496# US (Washington D.C)
Dial by your location
+1 929 436 2866 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
Meeting ID: 542 721 9496
Find your local number: https://anchoragroupllc.zoom.us/u/eaBIoBCpS

Previous Events
Visitation
NOV 5. 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)
Peterson and Patch Funeral Home & Cremation Services
408 N Sheridan Rd
Waukegan, IL 60085
info@petersonpatchfuneralhome.com
https://www.petersonpatchfuneralhome.com/

Service
NOV 6. 10:00 AM (CT)
Peterson and Patch Funeral Home & Cremation Services
408 N Sheridan Rd
Waukegan, IL 60085
info@petersonpatchfuneralhome.com
https://www.petersonpatchfuneralhome.com/

Tribute Wall

SK

Lora & Family, We're so very sorry to hear this. I always thought of Jim as My Big
Brother and we often joked about it but we both felt that way!! Always loved his
stories ... A Truly Great Guy. We have the fondest memories of you, Jim and of
course Helen. Our thoughts and prayers and with you all. Love you , Sherry &
Jerry
Sherry Kennedy - November 06, 2020 at 07:20 PM



Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of James Edward
Bush, Jr..

November 06, 2020 at 02:31 PM

MC

Mike Cerone purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for
the family of James Edward Bush, Jr..

Mike Cerone - November 05, 2020 at 04:35 PM

RS

We would like to send our condolences to Lora and the Bush family. We were
introduced to James a few years ago at the Labor Day Jazz Festival on Mackinac
Island. We enjoyed his sense of humor and our conversations at concerts and
dinners. We will miss him.
Paul and Rose Snopko
Rose Snopko - November 05, 2020 at 03:01 PM

JH

Lora and Family, so sorry to hear Jim passed away. Enjoyed talking to him when
we came to the print shop. Glad I talked to you, Lora, and got caught up a bit last
week. Our thoughts are with you.
Oliver and Jane Hager
Jane Hager - November 05, 2020 at 01:23 PM

EK

Jim was a very special neighbor. So thoughtful, funny, generous (the only man
who gave me flowers besides my dad and husband), and protective. Such a wry
spirit and will miss our drive by chats, seeing him on his cool scooter, and bump
ins while shopping at our favorite store. See you later Mr President!

eileen kolasa - November 05, 2020 at 10:58 AM

FB

1 file added to the album James Edward Bush Jr.

Flora Bush - November 05, 2020 at 08:35 AM

GM

Lora and Family; So sorry to hear of Jim's passing. Always enjoyed talking to him
when I would come into the shop. He was a great guy. My sincere condolences.
Gene Morani
Lindenhurst, IL.
Gene Morani - November 04, 2020 at 05:31 PM

GB

We are so saddened to learn of the passing of our neighbor, Jim Bush. Jim was a
very thoughtful man and wonderful neighbor; he once called to let us know not to
let our dog out because there was a red fox in our backyard! We always so
enjoyed talking to Jim and will miss him greatly. We send our sincerest
condolences to Lora and his family.
Greg and Harriett Butchko - November 03, 2020 at 03:42 PM

CR

Carl Regenauer purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum
for the family of James Edward Bush, Jr..

Carl Regenauer - November 03, 2020 at 02:46 PM

CR

I was saddened to see of Jim's passing. I offer my deepest sympathy to the
family. I am so glad that I got to see and talk to Jim at Leo Juppe's wake. I had
not seen Jim for quite a while but have fond memories of my times with him. It
seems like he had a happy and useful life. Please accept my heartfelt sympathy.
Carl Regenauer
Carl Regenauer - November 03, 2020 at 02:42 PM

JF

To the Bush Family My instant reaction to reading the news of Jim’s passing this
morning was a heartfelt Oh No. This was followed by deep, deep sadness. As a
long- time customer of Insty Prints, a fellow alum of RLHS, our first Prom Queen,
Lora, and watching Kevin grow up to become a vital part of the business…I have
so many, many memories of Jim which have always put a huge smile on my face.
In addition to always being there for the many rush items legal documents can
demand; consistently doing a spectacular job on my Christmas cards for 35
years; the generosity shown in doing the complex book for my Class 50th
Reunion; a tribute to my best friend whom Lora knew well; and the yearly Silent
Auction books for a United Way Charity on which I was a board member, I always
enjoyed seeing Jim and his countless humorous stories. He always repeated one
about a phone conversation we once had which I understand he related to many.
I also smile when remembering a raffle the charity had during a Scoop-the-Loop
which Jim took over and sold so many, many tickets in his own unique manner. It
was then he proudly introduced me to Bridget telling me of her musical
accomplishments. Despite his often feigned gruff greetings, even when we simply
ran into each other, he was an extremely kind man, such as many times leaving
was he was doing to walk me to my car to make sure I got in safely. I will so miss
Jim and my thoughts are with you all during this difficult time. Please accept my
heartfelt sympathies for your loss. JoEllyn Fredricksen-Listman
JoEllyn Fredricksen-Listman - November 03, 2020 at 08:26 AM

DM

Jim and I attended grade school together. He was the best football player on our
team. Jim organized our 60th grade school reunion in 2010 and it was very
enjoyable. Over the years we have stayed in touch and I will miss my friend.
Dave Myers - November 02, 2020 at 04:49 PM



Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of
James Edward Bush, Jr..

November 02, 2020 at 10:35 AM



Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of
James Edward Bush, Jr..

October 31, 2020 at 06:25 PM

GO

Jim was a great person and a very dear friend. Genuine. Loving. Kind. He liked
you before you knew you liked him. Intellectual. He had a way of asking questions
that made you really think. Humorous. He had a funny laugh that made you join in
and his stories were really entertaining usually with him as the brunt of what went
wrong. International. When he visited his homeland (Ireland) he became
"Seamus". Later when he stayed at an alpaca ranch B&B in WI, the owners were
so enamored that they named a male baby alpaca Seamus. He touched
everyone in a good way. We hope to be lucky enough to live a life like his. He will
be greatly missed by family and friends but will live on in our hearts. Rest in
Peace. Condolences to Lora, Bridget, and Kevin. Gail & Joe G.
Golab - October 31, 2020 at 03:29 PM

