John N. Pilibosian
June 10, 1944 - August 25, 2020

John Nishan Pilibosian, 76, of Waukegan, Illinois passed away on August 25, 2020.
Surrounded by his friends at his second home, the Cuban Experience a.k.a. the lounge.
John was born to Nishan John Pilibosian and Carlotta Alice Hamparian on June 10, 1944.
He graduated from Waukegan Township High School in 1962 and joined the US Marines
where he was appointed Private First Class in 1965. John took over ownership of his
father's shop, Nishan's Shoe Repair, a fixture in downtown Waukegan for over 40 years.
He then worked for the Waukegan school district for many years until retirement.
He was married to Christine Case on October 30, 1982. John is survived by his sisters
Roxanna Hall and Sylvia Hagopian as well as his two children, son, Nishan John
Pilibosian 35, and daughter Kendra Ann Grabowski 33. He loved his two grandsons,
Cooper, 4, Cameron, 1, and was excited to meet his 3rd grandson on the way. He also
loved his grand dog Levi and pup Vinny.
John was known as "The Candyman" on the poker table, and for his love and enjoyment
of cigars and sports, especially his Cubbies! From birth, he has held a strong presence in
the Armenian community of Waukegan and at St. Paul's Armenian Apostolic Church. He
could always be found at his 2 favorite places, the Cuban experience in Waukegan and
Neumann's Cigars & More in Libertyville, IL.
A celebration of life will be held at a later time. More details to come from the family.
In Lieu of flowers donations in him name to the Ray Bradbury Experience Museum or
WAGS.
Arrangements are under the direction of Peterson & Patch Funeral Home Waukegan,
Illinois.
Please sign our online guestbook at www.waukeganfunerals.com.

Cemetery
Private
IL,

Comments

“

Vay Johnny my friend. I'm so sad at your leaving this world. John was one of my
buddies from high school. We all used to pick him up at his home, ride around in my
car together, and hangout at the YMCA, at "hangout," and other places. Our lives
went their ways, but friendship never leaves. It is a matter of the heart. As my
grandmother Verkin used to say, "hearts talk." So, it hurts me to hear this. Friends of
the heart don't have to talk or see each other for years, yet nothing changes at the
heart level.... it remains the same forever, regardless of where the minds or life
experiences go. But, I'm glad he was there in his place of inclusion and acceptance
and where he felt part of the whole (because he was that), at Billy's cigar lounge, his
home away from home. His father Nishan was loved by many, and like Johnny lit up
many peoples lives. Whether great or small, that is a huge gift and accomplishment
for any life. I honor you for that my friend, especially because it was driven by the
heart. They were Tademtsis, and had the victory over all the dark forces, in the lives
they led, surrounded by light. God bless them and keep them. John's mother Carlotta
was a frequent happy visitor at my grandmother's house. I and my family send our
heartfelt condolences to all of John's family, his children, grandchildren, sisters, and
all relatives- at the heart level, rest assured he will not be forgotten, nor the effects of
his spirit.
Johnpaul Sahagian

John P. Sahagian - September 12 at 02:09 PM

“

My brother John I will miss you will be in my life forever you knew my dad I was in
your shoe shop many time and the poker games we had what fun I was truly blessed
to have you as my friend rest in peace my brother I miss you

BudSmith - September 02 at 08:36 PM

“

John you will surely be missed. I loved and looked forward to seeing you every day
at the gas station. I pray for comfort for your family. There are so many great
memories of you and it was always a good time when you stopped by. Until we meet
again Candyman.

Briana McRae - September 02 at 06:04 PM

“

I worked with John at Glenwood School. I had the honor of teaching his children
Nishan and Kendra. He was so proud of them! A kind good hearted man he was. He
could always put a smile on my face. My sincere condolences to his family. Rest In
Peace John until we meet again.

Nancy Laine - September 02 at 10:16 AM

“

To the Family of John,
Very sorry for the lost of your loved one. My prayers and thoughts are with you at this
painful time.
Sincerely,
Patti Cortichiato
Patti’s Estate Sale

Patti Cortichiato - September 02 at 10:04 AM

