Joseph W. "Joe" Render
February 18, 1954 - April 28, 2020

Render, Joseph W. (Joe)
66, of Woodstock, IL passed away on Tuesday, April 28, 2020 at Park Ridge Care Center
in Park Ridge, IL. He was born February 18, 1954, in Waukegan, IL. He has resided in
McHenry County for the past 45 years.
Joe was a member of Immaculate Conception Church for many years, and more recently
attended Willow Creek Church in Crystal Lake.
Formerly, he participated in Boy Scouts of America, Special Olympics, Pioneer Players,
Harvard Bowling League, Search Beyond Adventures, NISRA special recreation and
SOAR Senior Day Program at Pioneer Center.
Joe is remembered for his vibrant personality, his smile, high fives and his celebrated oneliners! His love of family was unparalleled. He was an avid sports fan of the Chicago Cubs,
Blackhawks, Bears, NFL football, Notre Dame Football and WWE Wrestling. He loved
music and dancing, so many favorites including Elvis, Michael Jackson and the Spice
Girls. Also, he was a huge County and Western oldies fan, especially of Patsy Cline.
In the community he enjoyed riding the train to work, going to movies with a big bucket of
popcorn, buying DVDs and CDs for his collections, attending plays in Chicago, the
Phantom of the Opera was his all time favorite, and he liked eating at favorite fast food
spots as well as fine dining with his sisters. Past times more recently were watching TV
and movies and listening to music.
Joe retired in 2014 having worked for Walmart in Harvard, Holiday Inn in Crystal Lake and
Meijer in McHenry. The Holiday Inn named the employee lunchroom “Joe’s Café” in his
honor. He received many accolades and awards for his work ethic.
Joe is survived by his sister Trish (Ron) Lauraitis of Grayslake, IL and her children John
(Becky) Lauraitis of Highland, Utah, Gerald Lauraitis of Gurnee, R.J. Lauraitis of
Waukegan and Elise (Brandon) Monie of Libertyville and his brother Dennis Render of
Englewood, Florida and his children Debi Walsh of Ingleside, Bob (Cheri) Render of
McHenry, Dennis (Ana) Render of Antioch and Stacey Nseir of Gilbert, AZ, his brother-inlaw James Tekampe of Winthrop Harbor and son Patrick Tekampe of Frisco, CO as well
as many loving nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends.
He was preceded in death by his parents Gerald and Madeleine (nee Sheridan) Render

and his “favorite” sister Linda Tekampe.
Graveside burial will be private at Ascension Cemetery, Libertyville, Saturday, May 2,
2020, and a Celebration of Life is planned for a future date.
Donations may be made in Joe’s honor to Pioneer Center for Human Development, 4031
Dayton St, McHenry, IL 60050.
Arrangements are under the direction of Peterson & Patch Funeral Home 408 N. Sheridan
Rd. Waukegan.
Please sign our online guestbook at www.waukeganfunerals.com.

Cemetery
Ascension Cemetery
1928 Buckley Rd
Libertyville, IL, 60048

Comments

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Trish Lauraitis - May 17 at 03:52 PM

“

“

This is for you, Hope!
Trish - May 17 at 03:53 PM

To the family of Joe:
My name is Hope Schmidt. I am a soon to be occupational therapist and just recently
completed my last internship at the Pioneer Center. I was so fortunate to have the
opportunity to get to know Joe during my time with the SOAR program. What a
special guy he was. For the short time I had to get to know him, he made an impact
on me. I wanted his family to know. I am including a fun "selfie"!

Hope Schmidt - May 08 at 11:23 PM

“

Hi Hope,
Thank you so much for your note and your kind memories of Joe. Love that you shared the
selfie. I tried to share one back to you but had to add it separately - sorry my techy skills
not too sharp! Joe loved photography when he was younger. He carried a camera
everywhere. And he made everyone smile for his pix! Best of luck to you in you new career
as an OT. Glad you chose Pioneer!
Trish - May 17 at 04:02 PM

“

Debi Walsh lit a candle in memory of Joseph W. "Joe" Render

Debi Walsh - May 07 at 09:32 PM

“

To my Uncle Joey, who I will miss so very much the times that we spent together
we're so full of love and joy, and so much dancing. When we were younger in our
teenage years at Grandma and Grandpa's, we danced and listen to music all day, or
until we were told to put that record player away for now. In 1976 besides Elvis being
the top Charter of all of Joey's music, The Beatles were next, we listen to Band on
the Run and sang and danced that record to pieces. My memories of my Uncle Joey
are the most wonderful and joyous. I will miss you so very much and will always be
think of you when the music is on music is the gateway to the heart and soul. You are
my favorite uncle ever. I know you are dancing the biggest jig up there with Auntie
Linda and Grandma and Grandpa you're always in my heart Uncle Joe love your
niece Debi and Rocky

Debi Walsh - May 07 at 09:31 PM

“

I just love the memories you have and shared here. And I love you! Couldn't agree more
that music is the gateway to the heart and soul. Joe LOVED music of all kinds. You would
have loved his little funeral service we devised - with special gospel song clips by Elvis,
Johnny Cash, Willie Nelson and Patsy Cline. Rocked his way to heaven!!
Trish - May 17 at 04:10 PM

“

I’m so very sorry for your loss! Joe was so special and always greeted everyone with
his smile and a hug! He will truly be missed! Hugs & prayers, Pam G

Pam G - May 02 at 09:27 PM

“

Hi Pam,
Thank you for your thoughtful note and photo! Perhaps you are the one who helped him
turn this photo into Christmas cards?! Just so you know, we mailed out a whole bunch
together!
Trish - May 17 at 04:01 PM

“

Trish and Ron we are very sorry for your loss, I remember your parents well with high
regard. All those Abbott guys and Dana Avenue....those good ol days, Most
sincerely, Jackie and George Couvall

Jackie Couvall - May 02 at 07:06 PM

“

Joe always love to ride by the old house on Dana, and I couldn't turn down that street
without thinking of you and your family. Thank you for your kind note.
Trish Lauraitis - May 02 at 09:24 PM

“

I had the pleasure to know and care for Joe at the Harvard Group Home. What a
dear man. He will be missed. Rosemarie Berglund

Rosemarie Berglund - April 30 at 10:07 PM

“

Thank you! He was so lively when he lived at Harvard before his stroke. He lived that
neighborhood and everyone there. Grateful that you helped Joe along his way!
Trish Render Lauraitis - May 02 at 04:13 PM

“

Brad and I are so sorry to hear of Joe’s passing. We loved visiting with Joe when he
would come to Linda’s. He truly was the happiest and sweetest guy ever. He will be
missed. Love, Brad and Sue Herbeck

Susan Herbeck - April 30 at 09:15 PM

“

“

Thank you! He will be spreading his sweetness with a new crowd above!
Trish Render Lauraitis - May 02 at 04:16 PM

I worked with your family and joe for years. He was such a great guy!! I remember
working with your parents in placing joe in a group home. When he first moved to the
Harvard group home. I am truly sorry for your loss. God got another angel.

connee meschini - April 30 at 03:41 PM

“

I know my parents thought the world of you. Harvard Group home opened many doors for
Joe. Do you remember the year? PM me on Facebook if you get a chance. Thank you for
caring for our sweet Joe!
Trish Render Lauraitis - May 02 at 04:18 PM

“

In the 10+ years I have been fortunate enough to have known Joe, he was always
kind, pleasant, funny, courteous and sweet. I am honored to have been granted the
gift of knowing him and he will truly be missed. Blessing to all his family, friends and
loved ones. Sherry L. Cannon

Sherry Cannon - April 30 at 03:18 PM

“

Thank you for your praise for Joe! And your work on his behalf. He spread happiness,
that’s for sure!
Trish Render Lauraitis - May 02 at 04:21 PM

“

I am so, so sorry about Joe's passing. I'm smiling, though, because I know Linda is
thrilled to have him by her side. Love to all.
Linda Biondi

Linnie Biondi - April 30 at 03:00 PM

“

You have that right! Glad to see that you’re doing well (Facebook)!
Trish Render Lauraitis - May 02 at 04:22 PM

“

I remember how much my Mom (Ardys Roepke) loved Joe’s lovingness, humor and
love of food. I met him only a couple of times and was greeted with such friendliness
and joy. Joe was a blessing to many and will be missed- sorry for your loss of such a
joy

Julie Perley - April 30 at 01:54 PM

“

“

Thank you Julie! Your mom and my dad had some special times with Joe. Grateful for that!
Trish Render Lauraitis - May 02 at 04:23 PM

I'm Joe's older brother, Dennis, or Big Den as Joseph always greeted me. I have so
many wonderful memories of Big Joe as he liked to be called, he was Big Joe and he
was loved and he returned his love so honestly.
One year, Grampa Render gifted 12 of us, the immediate family and Himself to a an
absolutely fantastic vacation in Mexico, Playa Del Carmen, at a most wonderful hotel.
For New Years the hotel presented a terrific extravaganza, music and dancing, on
and off the stage. A glorious show , being performed in several languages, lights,
music and dancing girls......and guys, very professional. Big Joe was having a great
time.
It didn't take long for the beautiful dancing girls to spot Big Joe, the next thing we see
is Big Joe on the stage doing his best Elvis dancing and of course he was a hit with
the audience, he was a natural.The crowd went wild,..... at least our family. Big Joe
brought the house down when he ended his performance with a few x rated
gyrations that would have made Michael Jackson blush. Big Joe was a Rock Star!
It was one of my happiest memories of our awesome family vacation in Paradise with
Big Joe.

Dennis Render - April 30 at 02:07 AM

“

I was with Joe in Woodstock (CLF) and Harvard Group Home from 1982 until I retired in
1998. Joe was always special to me, he was the most loving and caring person, always. I
remember when my daughter worked with me in Woodstock and she took him for a ride on
her mini bike Joe was in his glory. Joe was a BIG fan of James Bond videos, he was so
excited when we sat together and ordered one. I often thought of Joe after my retirement
and wished I could see him more(needless to say, he was my favorite) I also formed a
close friendship with his parents especially after the passing of his mother when he would
make arrangements to pick Joe up on holidays. My prayers are with you, Trish, and
Dennis.
Phyllis Glorch
Phyllis Glorch - May 01 at 09:59 AM

“

To my Uncle Joey, who I will miss so very much the times that we spent together we're so
full of love and joy, and so much dancing. When we were younger in our teenage years at
Grandma and Grandpa's, we danced and listen to music all day, or until we were told to put
that record player away for now. In 1976 besides Elvis being the top Charter of all of Joey's

Music The Beatles were next we listen to Band on the Run and sang and danced that
record to pieces. My memories of my Uncle Joey are the most wonderful and joyous. I will
miss you so very much and will always be think of you when the music is on music is the
gateway to the heart and soul. You are my favorite uncle ever. I know you are dancing the
biggest jig up there with Auntie Linda and Grandma and Grandpa you're always in my heart
Uncle Joe love your niece Debi and Rocky
Debi Walsh - May 05 at 06:45 PM

